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April 20, 2021
VIA ELECTRONIC FILING
Project No. 349-208
Martin Dam Project
Non-Project Use Application: The Landing at Stillwaters
Ms. Kimberly D. Bose
Secretary
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
888 First Street N.
Washington, DC 20426
Dear Secretary Bose,
Alabama Power Company (“APC”) operates its Martin Dam Project (“Project”) under license No. 349
administered by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (“FERC”). The Landing at Stillwaters
(Applicant) is a residential development on Lake Martin. On December 29, 2020, APC submitted an
application to permit a boardwalk that would accommodate 12 watercraft for temporary mooring and five
docks that would accommodate a total of 20 watercraft. On March 25, 2021, FERC issued a letter
requesting additional information and clarification needed for FERC to process APC’s application for nonproject use of project lands and waters, the responses to which are set forth below.
Please supplement your December 29 filing with a drawing that shows all existing and proposed
structures, including residential docks, associated with The Landing and adjacent properties. The
drawing should detail how many watercraft the individual residential docks accommodate and
whether there are any size limitations to these docks.
The Applicant has provided a supplemental drawing (Attached) that shows all existing and proposed
structures, including the residential docks associated with The Landing at Stillwaters and adjacent
properties. Below is a table that provides the above requested information in the following columns:
individual residential lots, length of residential docks, the square footage of the residential docks, and the
number of watercraft each individual residential dock will accommodate. The table shows that residential
lots 9-17 and 28-30, as well as the three existing residential docks on the west side of the cove, could
accommodate approximately 14 to 42 watercraft (mooring vessels) in total. The total number of watercraft
was determined based upon FERC’s process of counting potential mooring vessel spaces. APC’s General
Guidelines for Residential Shoreline Permitting1 total allowable square footage for structures is 1,510
square feet and the total allowable length for all structures is that the structure shall not exceed 62 feet. As
1

Alabama Power (Revised December 2020). General Guidelines for Residential Shoreline Permitting.
Available at: https://apcshorelines.com.
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you will see from the information provided in the table, the size (square footage and length) of the permitted
residential structures have been limited and constructed well below the General Guidelines for Residential
Shoreline Permitting.

Residential Lot #
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
28
29
30
Residential Dock
West Side #1
Residential Dock
West Side #2
Residential Dock
West Side #3
Totals

Length of Dock
(ft)
55
40
40
36
36
36
20
N/A
N/A

Distance Across
Slough (ft)
391
324
271
259
148
91
90
54
83

N/A
N/A
N/A

Square Footage
Potential # of
of Dock (ft)
Vessels
960
1-3
708
1-3
680
1-3
192
1-3
192
1-3
192
1-3
192
1-3
N/A
1-3
N/A
1-3
Not eligible for a dock
N/A
1-3
N/A
1-3
N/A
1-3

58

252

1-3

259

55

1058

1-3

259

44

1572

1-3

271

5,998

14 to 42

36
83
125

Note: Lots 16, 17, 28, 29 & 30 have not been permitted at this time. However, when an application is received, they will
be permitted under the General Guidelines for Residential Shoreline Permitting and limited based on distance across
slough and amount of shoreline for each lot. The docks on this drawing is only an approximate location on where a dock
can be placed and a general size of each.

Your supplement should show that there would be sufficient room to navigate when the existing
and proposed residential docks and common area structures are constructed, especially towards
the ends of the boardwalk near the back of the cove (near lots 16-17 and 28-29). Your supplement
should also include size limits on watercraft that would be permitted to use the docks, if applicable.
The Applicant has revised its plans to allow for sufficient room for vessels to navigate when existing and
proposed residential docks and common area structures are constructed toward the ends of the boardwalk
near lots 16-17 and 28-29 in the back of the cove as shown on the revised drawing (Attached). There will be
no mooring allowed on the boardwalk and only on the finger piers and multi-slip pier. Also, the distances
across the back of the cove have been surveyed and provided in the table above to provide accurate
distances to support the Marine Police response during agency consultation that they “can see no negative
impact or potential hazard that this project may create with regard to overall boating safety. As outlined in
the papers provided to us, the project also does not appear to create a problem with ingress and egress for
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existing docks.” The size limits of watercraft on Lake Martin is determined by Alabama Code Section 336A-3.1(a):
Section 33-6A-3.1 Use on specified lakes of houseboats, vessels of large size, and vessels with
certain speed ratings.
(a) The prohibitions in this section shall apply only to the following lakes: Lake Harris (Lake Wedowee),
Lake Martin, and Weiss Lake.
(1) Except as authorized under subsection (d), beginning July 1, 2007, the use of houseboats shall be
prohibited. The term houseboat shall include any residence boat as defined in subdivision (6) of Section 336A-1 or any recreational vessel that constitutes a fully equipped dwelling similar in content to a mobile
home, with a marine sanitation device, galley, and sleeping quarters.
(2) Beginning October 1, 2006, the use of recreational vessels greater than 26 feet 11 inches in length and
rated by the manufacturer for or capable of a top speed in excess of 60 miles an hour shall be prohibited.
(3) Except as authorized under subsection (d), beginning July 1, 2007, the use of recreational vessels
greater than 30 feet 6 inches in length, as determined by the straight line distance between the ends of the
boat, excluding bowsprits, outboard motor brackets, rudders, or other attachments, shall be prohibited.
Your supplement should detail how the water level management provisions detailed in articles 402
and 403 would impact use of the proposed docks and boardwalk when the reservoir is not at full
pool.
The finger piers will not be usable below an elevation of approximately 485 ft msl. The removal of the
temporary mooring spaces along the boardwalk resolves the water level issue for this structure. Most of the
multi-slip pier will be usable at winter pool (484 ft msl), except during the 6 year drawdown provision
contained in Article 402 where the reservoir is drawn down to 481 ft msl to enable the construction and
maintenance of shoreline structures. When the conditional fall extension is implemented under Article 403,
all structures will be usable for more of the recreation season, depending on water availability.
Your supplement should also detail rules and/or use restrictions for temporary mooring pertaining
to the boardwalk. Lastly, your supplement should detail any existing or proposed restrictions on
swimming in the cove where The Landing’s proposed structures would be located, if applicable.
The Applicant removed the temporary mooring spaces along the board walk. Also, the Applicant will place
signs on each end of the boardwalk area and near the multi-slip dock that will state “No Swimming from
Docks or Boardwalk” as shown on the revised drawing.
As revised, APC is seeking approval to permit a boardwalk and five docks that would accommodate a total
of 20 watercraft.
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If there are any questions concerning this filing, please contact me at jfcrew@southernco.com or 205-2574265.
Sincerely,

James F. Crew, Manager
Hydro Services
Attachment
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