25 June 2007

Mr. Onis “Trey” Glenn, III

Director, Alabama Department of Environmental Management

P.O. Box 301463

Montgomery, AL 36130-1463

RE: NPDES Permit No. AL0063797 (Dadeville, AL)

Dear Mr. Glenn:

These comments are provided for the record concerning the referenced permit on behalf of the members of Lake Watch of Lake Martin.

It is uncontested that the economic future of the city of Dadeville and much of central Alabama depends on the health of Lake Martin. This has become more obvious recently because of record low lake levels, and it is clear that anything adversely affecting the lake has an equally adverse impact on the entire lake community. 

Lake Watch has been concerned about the Dadeville wastewater treatment plant for several years because of its history of unpermitted discharges of polluted water into Lake Martin. A recent file review at ADEM revealed 29 Notice of Violation letters against the treatment plant since 1992 for a number of discharge violations that caused water quality problems in the receiving waters of Chattasofka Creek, Sandy Creek, and a portion of Lake Martin. Violations included illegal levels of fecal coliform, ammonia nitrogen, total residual chlorine, total suspended solids, and untreated raw sewage over a period of at least 15 years.

For each of those NOV’s, the city of Dadeville responded to ADEM with promises that the problems would be quickly addressed. They were empty promises.

Now the city is again promising to address the problems. The question is should they be believed when, for 15 years, they have failed to keep their word? We think not, at least not without a guarantee of compliance.

It is requested that the current Dadeville permit be renewed only for a two-year period and include the following requirements:

a. That existing infiltration and inflow problems with sewer service lines are corrected before future consideration of permit renewal. 

b. That new industrial connections to municipal sewer service are prohibited during this two-year period.

c. That discharge limits in the new two-year permit remain consistent with design flow, not future flow, and any changes due to plant upgrade be considered during a future permit renewal process.

d. That the city of Dadeville publish a monthly summary of Discharge Monitoring Reports in the Dadeville Record and the Alexander City Outlook newspapers that includes a certification of compliance by the Mayor. The monthly summary must be easily read and published for the two-year permit period. 

It is our belief that special circumstances for protecting Lake Martin warrant the above requests. Those special circumstances are highlighted by the fact that ADEM filed a Consent Order and assessed a civil penalty against the city of Dadeville for numerous water quality violations. Further, that the Alabama Attorney General filed a civil lawsuit against the city of Dadeville for numerous water quality violations. These circumstances call for an abundance of caution.

One final point. Last year Lake Watch requested that ADEM begin the process of assigning Outstanding Alabama Water classification to Lake Martin. We were assured that the process would begin shortly. With that in mind, it would make no sense for ADEM to grant a new five-year permit for a point-source discharge facility with a long history of water quality violations without at least a guarantee of permit compliance. We believe the two-year permit with added requirements will provide adequate time to determine if Dadeville and ADEM are serious about compliance and enforcement.

Sincerely,

Richard M. Bronson

President, Lake Watch of Lake Martin

cc: 
Mayor, city of Dadeville


U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 4

Lake Watch of Lake Martin, Inc is an all-volunteer non-profit environmental organization of 300 members dedicated to the protection of Lake Martin and its surrounding watershed. Lake Watch accomplishes its goals through citizen monitoring for water quality, increasing public awareness about water quality issues, and conducting environmental education programs. 

